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CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM CATHERINE HOLLAND  

This bill will create more problems than it seeks to address.  

How will the bill be enforced?– one can imagine a huge drain on already stretched 

resources. 

If physical punishment includes smacking and if smacking is, for example, defined as one 

or two slaps to the buttock, rear of leg or back of hand for misdemeanours or to prevent 

danger to the child, then police, social workers and law enforcement agencies will either be 

over-run with cases that are pointless, leaving no time, energy or resources to combat real 

cases of abuse to children – involving gross bodily harm, neglect, sexual abuse, 

psychological abuse, etc, or will have to choose to ignore the change in law so as to remain 

able to deal with truly serious cases of abuse or neglect. 

Smacking is not abuse 

Smacking as defined above (1-2 slaps by parent to the child’s buttock, back of leg or back 

of hand) is not abusive or assault. It is a disciplinary measure that some parents choose to 

take in some situations to either punish a misdemeanour or to prevent the child from injury 

to themselves. For example, smacking a toddler’s hand as he/she reaches to touch 

something hot after being told not to. Parents should have the choice to decide whether 

they will smack a child or not, and, be allowed to exercise their judgement in a situation to 

decide whether a smack is warranted or whether some other sort of disciplinary measure is 

more appropriate (for example, time out, loss of screen time, loss of toys, being ‘grounded’, 

having pocket money docked, technology lock-down). Many parents would only issue a 

smack after one or more verbal warnings to their children regarding their behaviour. The 

short-lived sting felt by those receiving a smack is not physical abuse.  

Parents should not be treated as criminals for using this sort of disciplinary method with 

their children.  

Repeated ‘belting’ of a child with an implement or a hand, such that physical marks remain 

on the child is different to smacking and could be defined as abuse or assault– and of 

course measures should be taken if a child is routinely subjected to excessive force in this 

way – BUT this is not the same as a smack rendered by a loving parent as a disciplinary 

measure. 

Role of Government in Family life 

The government is over-stepping its role by trying to regulate parenting styles and family 

life.   

 


